Galapagos:
Committed
to Beating
Inflammation
The inflammatory truth for millions
Right now, one in 20 people across Europe is living with
a chronic inflammatory disease, such as rheumatoid
arthritis or inflammatory bowel disease. And managing
this disease every single day weighs heavily on each
individual and their families. *
Those living with ulcerative colitis (UC) spend their
days in constant fear of faecal urgency, incontinence,
bloody diarrhoea, pain and other associated symptoms.
Those with rheumatoid arthritis (RA) live in pain and
feel constantly weak and fatigued. Yet despite so many
people living with this burden every single day, there’s
still a real need for treatments that can provide the fast
and lasting symptom relief they’re crying out for – relief
that can transform their day from limited to liberated.

Working towards inflammation
transformation
At Galapagos, we’re committed to beating inflammation
and providing a long-term solution for patients. As a
pioneering biotech company, we’ve always been dedicated
to creating innovative medicines with one simple purpose:
to improve people’s lives. We’re proud to have discovered
new mechanisms of action in inflammation – though we
won’t stop exploring more and understanding these better
through further investment. *
Always guided by science, driven by challenge and
relentless in our ambition, we work hard to push the
limits of what’s possible to help patients and transform
the lives of millions of people who currently live with an
inflammatory disease. We know there are better and
more complete ways to manage diseases such as RA,
IBD and beyond, and better solutions for those people
who are desperately waiting for them. And we will find
those solutions -that is a crucial part of our commitment.
But we don’t stop at target discovery – from discovery to
delivery - our mission is to ensure people across Europe
can access the medicines that can change their lives for
the better. **

Proof Points
* At Galapagos we want to understand what drives
patients, so we recently launched our LinkedIn Live Series:
Living my life with RA, designed to bring together people
from the RA community to discuss the realities of the
disease, information on life after diagnosis, and shared
decision-making in the care journey.
For more information, please visit:
Living my life with RA: LinkedIn Live series

Proof Points
* In our inflammation portfolio there are multiple novel
mechanism of action candidates in early research. These
programs are almost exclusively based on inhibiting targets
which were identified using our proprietary target discovery
platform. Our Salt-Inducible Kinases (SIK) were discovered
as a result of our ambition to find new anti-inflammatory
drug candidates with a favorable efficacy and safety profile
relative to existing therapies. We have discovered molecules
which inhibit the different members of the SIK family that
have shown the potential to modulate anti-inflammatory
cytokines and pro-inflammatory cytokines. Targeted and
selective inhibition of SIK proteins brings an opportunity to
restore the immune balance that is typically out of balance
in autoimmune diseases. This approach brings potential
differentiation from existing therapies that predominantly
act by suppressing the immune system.
For more information on our R&D innovation visit our
Annual Report

** The approval by the European Commission of our
medicine in Rheumatoid Arthritis marked an historic
milestone for Galapagos, becoming our first treatment to
reach patients. We have continued to develop the medicine
for other inflammatory diseases, including Ulcerative Colitis
and are proud to be able to make this available across
Europe. Read here about how we are working with partners
to increase our European footprint
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The Galapagos difference
A relatively young and ambitious biotech company, we
focus scientifically on specific areas of unmet patient
need – areas where we can make a real difference to
people’s lives.
Our commitment to inflammation goes back 20 years to
our beginnings as a pioneering target discovery biotech
company. * Indeed, we built our entire approach to
drug development around inflammatory diseases
because we know the medical need continues for
people living with these conditions every day.
As we continue our journey of discovery, and bold
scientific exploration, we remain Belgian in our origin,
and proudly European in our outlook. We want to be
‘the’ leader in Europe for people living with inflammatory
diseases. This means investing in treatment options
for the long-term and taking an inclusive approach to
helping patients beyond treatment.
Exploring the unknown and daring to take risks is part
of our DNA, and this fearless mindset coupled with our
specific focus gives us the agility to take decisions faster
and drive positive change for the patients we serve.

Collaborating to change lives
If we’re going to make a meaningful difference to
people’s everyday lives beyond treatment, we need
to work in partnership with others, including patients
themselves. They’re the ones who know the most about
their daily challenges and where they need help going
forward. *
We know that we need the input and expertise of others,
co-creating and collaborating to help us go further,
faster and change lives sooner. That’s why we’ve formed
numerous partnerships in inflammation with healthcare
professionals, research institutions, academia, scientists,
discovery partners, patients and patient organisations to
ensure we can help those individuals most in need get
access to our medicines and our science. **

Proof Points
* Thanks to our unique target discovery engine, we have
built a vast bank of proprietary knowledge on disease
biology over our 20-year history. Our proprietary target
discovery engine mimics a disease using patient cells,
creating a disease assay that is combined with our target
discovery tools to identify the role of individual targets in a
disease.
For more information, please visit:
How we discover novel targets - YouTube

Proof Points
* We have launched our FILOSOPHY study, a real-world
evidence study looking at the effectiveness and safety of
filgotinib as it is used with patients in a ‘real world’ setting.
This direct patient feedback is helping Galapagos build a
better understanding of the patient experience outside of a
strictly controlled clinical setting and ensure we hear from a
broader diversity of patients.
For more information, please visit:
Getting smarter by looking at the real world

** Our Search and Evaluation (SEAL) team is designed
to pursue scientific excellence and collaborate with other
leaders in the field on cutting edge research. In 2020,
we started eight new collaborations ranging from new
technology platforms to a molecule with a new mode of
action in IPF. An example of one of our collaborations is
with Prof. Manuel Serrano of the IRB (Institute for Research
in Biomedicine) in Barcelona, analysing the process of
biological ageing.
For more information, please visit:
Catalyzing innovation through collaboration: How we
can pioneer for patients together

20 year +

Our commitment to inflammation goes
back 20 years as a pioneering target
discovery biotech company
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We are driven by personal stories
We listen to and partner with patients to understand
their daily challenges. To achieve positive change in
their lives, we gather their real experiences to inform
our medicine development. *
And it’s those personal stories that keep driving us
forward to do more and better. ** See for yourself:
Proof Points
* Galapagos is proud to be partnering with the UK’s leading
dedicated RA patient organisation, the National Rheumatoid
Arthritis Society, (NRAS) to develop a national, patient-led
campaign called We R.A. Priority (WRAP) which launched
in 2020 and aims to show the reality of what living with
RA in the UK involves. The campaign has seen exceptional
results with high engagement scores across our social
media channels as well as positive feedback from the RA
community.
For more information, please visit
We R.A. Priority (werapriority.co.uk)

** Despite significant scientific progress in the

understanding of chronic inflammatory diseases, patients
tell us that they continue to face challenges in controlling
their IBD. Gathering patient insights via novel ethnographic
research helps us build our understanding of the disease,
and to provide tailored support services and resources to
patients. Ethnographic research ensures meaningful patient
insights as researchers have been able to observe, listen
to, and interact with people living with IBD in their personal
rather than clinical environment.
For more information, please visit:
Creating opportunities to give IBD patients a voice to
help #breakthesilence on World IBD Day

Living with UC is
like living with
a ticking time
bomb, without
seeing the timer.

It’s an enigma
because it’s so
unpredictable
and difficult to
manage.

UC Patient, Europe

UC Patient, UK

In the morning I am already tired when I
have these bowel movements with blood.
I feel I have just climbed a mountain;
I always feel completely K.O.
UC Patient, Italy UC Patient, Italy

I just want to regain a semblance of life
as it was before, and to live like a bit like
the others.
RA Patient, France

You see your body transforming at some
point you can no longer fasten your
shoe, do things that look so basic and ask
yourself what’s happening to me.
RA Patient, Italy
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Coming together:
The Inflammation Community
Rheumatoid Arthritis (RA), Ulcerative Colitis (UC)
and Crohn’s Disease (CD) currently affect around
5 million Europeans – that’s the equivalent of the
entire population of Norway. And yet unlike that
population, there is no collective community or voice
speaking for their needs. They are living across the
continent, sometimes connected by patient groups, but
fundamentally separated by borders and conditions,
unable to unlock the potential power of their united
voice and influence.
At Galapagos, we want to work alongside this
community and help them to better connect with others
like them, with HCPs and with different patient groups
across Europe to share knowledge and experiences. *
And we want to help harness the power of connection
to improve their everyday lives through better
understanding and continued research. Together, we
know we can drive positive change.

Committed to change Peoples’
lives for the better
When it comes down to it, we dream big so the people
whose lives we touch can do the same. This has led
us to challenge our knowledge of diseases and build
our expertise in potential treatment pathways. We are
committed to beating inflammation, and as long as
we can change people’s lives for the better, we will not
cease being part of the solution.

Proof Points
*From its early days, Galapagos’ motto has been to pioneer
for patients. This means working in close collaboration with
them, across all our activities, to ensure we can make a
difference for patients, their caregivers and their families.
Reflecting this ambition as well as the importance to
continue to grow closer to all our stakeholders, in particular
patients, we embarked on a journey to co-develop our
Patient Partnership Charter with patient representatives and
patient advocates.
The Charter is our foundational document, defining our
long-term ambition to partner with the patient community
as well as the commitments and the principles driving our
collaboration. It inspires and guides us to work with and for
patients at every step of the medicine development process,
and beyond.
Discover the Patient Partnership Charter

5m+

Rheumatoid Arthritis (RA), Ulcerative
Colitis (UC) and Crohn’s Disease (CD)
currently affect around 5 million
Europeans – that’s the equivalent of
the entire population of Norway.
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